
KS2 Guided Reading Planning Format 

Date: Staff: 

Group: Text: Plastic Sucks – Dougie Poynter 

Main Learning Objective (linked to content domain): I can retrieve information from a factual text. 

 
 
 

 

        

2a: Give/explain the 
meaning of words in 

context 
 

2b: Retrieve and record 
information/identify key 
details from fiction and 

non-fiction. 

2c: Summarise main ideas 
from more than one 

paragraph 

2d: Make inferences 
from the text/explain 
and justify inferences 
with evidence from 

the text 

2e: Predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 

2f: Identify/explain how 
information/narrative 
content is related and 

contributes to meaning 
as a whole. 

2g: Identify/explain how 
meaning is enhanced 

through choice of words 
and phrases. 

2h: Make comparisons 
within the text 

       
Multiple choice Ranking / ordering Matching Labelling Find and copy Short response Open-ended response 

10-30% 40-60% 20-40% 

   

Key Questions (linked to Learning Objective and Content Domains) Next Steps for Learning 
Session 1: Pre-Read 1 (with TA or independently as a group) 

 

• Text Introduction Discussion Points 
 
Hook – River/canal walk. 
Show pictures of plastic pollution impact on marine animals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
1. Looking at these photos, what do you think is happening? 
2. How do you think this plastic got here? 
3. How do you think it is impacting the animals?   
4. What do you think will happen to the animals in these pictures? (2e) 

 

• Experiences and Subject Knowledge 
Video of great barrier reef (garbage patch) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qT-rOXB6NI 
(Facts about plastic pollution and how it is impacting marine animals) 
 

1. Discuss who recycles at home. 
2. Recycling bin in the classroom. 
3. Discuss current knowledge of recycling and why it is important. 

 

Session 2: Pre-Read 1 (with TA or independently as a group) 
 

• Key Vocabulary 
Aim 
Processing systems  
Product 
Certifying 
Committed 
Plastic neutral  
Polluted  
Encourages 
Ocean-bound 
 

• Vocabulary Activity 
Look at the word pollution – word map : Polluted – pollute, pollute (s), pollute (d), pollute (ion) Pollute (ing) 
 

• Independent Reading 
Children, whilst reading the extract, focus on writing any vocabulary down that they are unsure about or think is 
central to the text. (If children are with a TA then these can be discussed before the end of the session). Children also 
write down any questions that they have that they would like to find the answer to (inference). 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qT-rOXB6NI


 

 

Session 3: Guided Read (with teacher) 
Focus: Retrieval 

 

• Discussion of the children’s pre-reading 
1. Discuss together what children thought of the text.  
2. What are their thoughts about the message? 
3. Can they find any links to other texts they have read?  
4. Can they retell any key points from the text? 

 

• Discussion of the children’s pre-reading 
Explore the vocabulary identified in the pre-read. 

1. Help children to understand the words that they were unsure of by using various techniques – reading within 
context, discussion, dictionaries etc) 2a 

2. Discuss with children those words that they have identified to be key/central to the text and why. 2g 
Discuss the questions that the children have created. 

1. Have any questions been asked more than once by different children? 
2. Can we answer any of the questions that have been asked? 
3. What type of questions are being asked? How can we identify them and how can we answer them? (Use of 

strategy ladders where needed). 
 

• Introduce gem, the image of the gem and what retrieval means (ladder) 
 

• Retrieval activity: 
Skim and scan picture to find certain objects (model skill – looking at key words in the questions and use retrieval skills 
to find information. 
 Looking at the picture: 

1. Where does most of our waste end up? 
2. How many different ways do humans pollute the ocean? 
3. Name 2 pieces of plastic that end up in the ocean. 

 
 
 

 



 

• Responding to the Text (mixture of pair and group discussion with some written modelling by teacher): 
 
 
 
1. Who was the co-founder of the plastic bank? 
2. Which countries does the plastic bank work in? 
3. What are the Plastic Banks plans? 

 

• Close 
 Review the questions that were asked in the pre read – can we answer any more questions? Which ones are we still 
to answer and what can we do to find out? 
 

Session 4: Comprehension - Single Skill Focus – Reading Gem 
 

1. Name three pieces of plastic you can see in the diagram. 
2. When was the Plastic Bank set up? 
3. What should we be doing rather than cleaning the oceans? 
4. True or False 

 

The Plastic bank pays people to collect waste 
plastic so that they can provide for their family. 

  

The Plastic Bank are trying to ‘close the loop’ and 
instead of reusing plastic, dispose of more of it in 
the ocean. 

  

The Plastic Bank also helps and guides shops to 
gather plastic and swap it for money and help 
people in other countries. 

  

David Katz wants the public to help be part of the 
solution and not the pollution. 

  

 

5. What happens to the plastic the bank collects? 
 
Ensure answers are reviewed and children have chance to improve answers in response to feedback.  
 

 



Session 5: Comprehension - Mixed Skill Focus – Treasure Chest 
 

1. According to Katz, how do Plastic Banks encourage the world’s largest companies to use ocean-bound plastic 
in their companies? (2b) 

2. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘If you were to walk into a kitchen…’ Why do you think Katz refers to the 
scenario in this paragraph? (2d) 

3. Circle the synonym for ‘certifying’ verify      accept       change       confirm        validate  (2a) 
4. Which is the most important point in these paragraphs? How do you know? (2c)    
5. What do you think would happen if the Plastic Bank didn’t exist? (2e) 
6. Who do you think this information is for? (2f) 
7. What impact does the phrase ‘rather than ending up poisoning a whale or getting caught round the neck of a 

turtle have on the reader? 
 
Ensure answers are reviewed and children have chance to improve answers in response to feedback.  
 

 

Opportunities for Reading for Pleasure 
 
Children can access the range of linked texts in the book area 
Opportunity to read during registration and DEAR time 
Story time every day  
Text based literacy 
Topic focusing on content domain 2h this week (supplementary texts) 
 

 

 


